Meeting Report

Trailer Safety Industry Coalition 
Elkhart, IN
May 15, 2006
Highlights of the meeting of Trailer Safety Industry Coalition (TSIC).  Attendees include trailer and trailer component manufacturers, industry associations and NATM outside counsel.  NMMA was represented by Tom Marhevko.
The focus of the TSIC technical committee is to develop a series of guidelines and industry practices to minimize or eliminate unintentional wheel separation on trailerable vehicles. 

1.  NHTSA Report

· Should TSIC give NHTSA the raw data of all wheel separation tests?  Raw data without the report is somewhat meaningless.  It was determined that TSIC will send the data with the final report.
· NHTSA may look at overloaded tires as the next target.

2.  TSIC Safety Tips
· Safety tips #1, 2 and 3 are complete and have been posted.
· First draft of Safety Tip 4 has been sent out and all remarks incorporated.  Second draft is being sent out for review.

· Looking for a topic for Safety Tip #5.

3. Technical Committee Report

· Fastening Engineering seminar and training was held last week in Elkhart, IN.  Very successful.  May have a repeat session in the fall.
· TSIC logo.  Should we have one?  A single logo promotes the partnership of associations.  And TSIC has a lasting mission.  Some members, like NMMA, agreed that TSIC should be branded, but other members felt differently.  Discussion of the continued need of TSIC needs to be determined (although I feel that this group will continue to be needed by the industry as DOT becomes more active in trailer projects.)  To be continued.
· Action Item: The TSIC association members will meet with their boards to determine questions of ownership of TSIC, website and publications.  Summary questions will be developed for members use.
4.  Project #2 Report – Ron Williams
· This project consisted of four phases
· Torque tension relationship

· Clamp load relaxation effects

· Coefficient of friction at hub/wheel interface

· Paint thickness effects

· All work has been completed.  Still need to analyze data (1 ½ month).  Then final report to be written.
5. Project #3 Report – Dave Turner
· This project is the Bosch test track trailer load measurement.  Project looks to measure the loads on hubs and wheels in different types of surfaces and operations (events)
· The data analysis is complete and an initial draft report written.  Report is a menu of trailer events for the builder to analyze when developing trailer joints.
· Final analysis looks at determining the axial and shear forces versus the clamping force and coefficient of friction at the wheel/hub interface. 
6. Project #4 Report – Ted Schorn
· This project is to develop guidelines for process controls for assembly of wheels.
· Has been published and submitted via SAE to ANSI for a Recommended Practice.  Comments are due in June.
7. Project #5 - Design Guidelines Report – Ted Schorn
· Title: Understanding the Wheel Fastening System on Trailers.

· The guidelines have four purposes:

· Access and use of TSIC data for review of designs

· Provide guidance on fastening engineering

· Provide guidance for manufacturers to reproduce TSIC testing

· Advance the state of engineering knowledge.

· The Guidelines will have eight sections and an appendix
· Introduction

· Characterization of loads at wheel/hub interface

· Coefficient of friction at the wheel/hub interface

· Relationship of torque and clamp load

· Sample calculations of clamp load with various design elements and torque

· The effect of clamp load relaxation

· Evaluation of existing fastening systems

· Important limitations of this recommended practice.

· Appendix: Recommended Practices.

· Draft final report is almost complied with only example problems to be written.  Final report will be sent soon to technical committee for review.  Then to legal review, an experts review and a Kim Mann review.
· Draft final report due in August 2006.  Publication is targeted for November 2006.  350 pages.  Who handles to cost of publication?  Who owns the publication, since TSIC is an unofficial non-legal organization?  Are there any restrictions to the use of the information?  All these issues need to be resolved before publication.
· Launch the advertising of the report in November through the RVIA at their trade show in October.  Introduce the study at the NATM conference in early 2007
8.  www.trailersafety.org

· On the NATM server.  Maintained in conjunction with RVIA.  Still a question of ownership.  Also a question of whether this website should have consumer side and a members side.  TSIC decided that this should be a consumer – only website.  
8. All Trailer Seminar/conference
· Objective: To explain the findings of the wheel/hub fastening systems research and to introduce the Recommended Practices document to the entire trailer industry.
· May 2006, South Bend, IN
6.  Next TSIC meeting: 
· End of September 2006 to review the comments submitted for the final report.
TSIC Technical Committee meeting

May 15, 2006
1.  Cost for the TSIC projects stands at over $178K.  NMMA donated $6K to this project.
2. Next meeting will focus on directions for members in the review of the final wheel fastener report and discussion on Safety Topic #5 and future safety topics.  
3. Next meeting:  June 28, 2006 in Elkhart, IN.
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