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This is the semiannual meeting of the Recreational Craft Sectoral Group.  The group consists of all the Notified Bodies for the Recreational Craft Directive, and representatives of industry.  NMMA is a member of this group.
There were several new members of VTT (Finland) and the ADCO group (Market Surveillance authorities) present.

ICNN (France) reported that they will be providing free software that originated out of ISO 12215 part 5, Scantlings, to RSG members for validation by the end of March.  This will be good for the US manufacturers to input their data.  Action: NMMA to receive the software and distribute it to US Boat Builder for their review and critique.
The draft 2004 RSG Guidelines is available for distribution.  Action:  NMMA to put the Guidelines on the website and distribute to US boat builders for review.
The RSG is concerned over the lack of participation for web discussions of reviews, comments and inquires.  Although the US (NMMA) has a high participation rate in all web-based reviews, this is not the case for most RSG members.  For example, for the latest Proposal for Enquiry (PFE), 3 comments were received from 28 members.  The US proposed that we get a 7 day notice before any review expiration.
Report of DG Enterprise (The European Commission)
· Johan Renders (EU Commission) reported on the draft updates to the CC Guide, which is an unofficial implementation guide to the amended Directive.  The EU Standing Committee was consult and they agreed with the proposed draft.  The updated version of the CC Guide has been posted on the RSG website in English.  The final version will be available in summer of 2004.
· An EU Commission Standing Committee was established to review all Recommendations for Use (RFU’s) issued by RSG.  They propose to quickly review all RFUs up to number 42.  Then, they will track and comment on new RFUs and PFEs.

· The EU will contract out a study to review environmental technologies, both current and future, and will look at current environmental legislation.  The RSG discussed the need for EU alignment with the US on exhaust and sound in future legislation.
· The method to file an official compliant to the Commission was presented.  Initially, a formal complaint is sent to the Commission arguing that a violation of rights has been made to a company by a decision of a local authority.  The first formal complaint should be sent to the national authority.  If no response is received, the complaint can then be sent to the Commission.  There are formal documents on the EU website to use as templates.  This process can be used by US builders who feel that local authorities in the EU are misrepresenting the Directives.
· Currently there is only one Notified Body certified to the Amended Directive for exhaust and sound emissions – Luxcontrol.
Report of CEN Consultant
· Scantlings Part 5 has been published and the voting period has begun.  This standard has not been validated yet by the industry but it can be used for certification if the notified bodies check results against their existing national standards.  Part 5 contains an annex that is a simplified method of scantling pressure determination.  This also applies to lightweight sailboats.  Action:  NMMA To distribute Part 5 to builders for their review and put on the website.
· Scantlings, Part 9, Appendages and rig attachments, is now available for industry review.

· A WG 22 subgroup has been created for ISO 12217, for assessing motorboats in rough water waves via modeling.  The US rep is from Sea Ray Boats – Hernan Garcia.
· WG 25 is looking to create a subgroup for handling of boats over 8m.  The draft standard due from Philippe Ras, formerly from ABYC, has not been written.

· Nav Lights – CEN and ISO standards are in conflict since they both cover recreational boats.  CEN assessed both standards and recommended that the CEN standard exclude the recreational boats.  This recommendation has not yet been accepted.

· Sound testing – there is a need to finish development of the reference boat concept since this is a requirement of the directive in 2005.  
· 3 standards were harmonized:

· ISO 7840, Fire resistant hoses
· ISO 8847, Steering gear, wire rope and pulley
· ISO 14945, Builder’s Plate
· The standard has a new symbol for an outboard motor
· Also, ISO 10240, the draft owner’s manual standard was submitted
· A draft CD of all relevant ISO standards is available from the British Marine Federation (BMF) for around 350 pounds ($500).
Report on ADCO meeting
· ADCO is the organization of surveillance authorities.    
· Their objective is to minimize the difference of surveillance practices, have a common approach, and disseminate that approach to all parties.  To that end, they have developed a standardized system for investigations of boats and have developed a common checklist for inspections.  Action: NMMA to obtain a copy of this checklist and put on website.
· ADCO has also created a Working Group on how to fill in the common Declaration of Conformity (DOC).
· It appears that the RSG and ADCO are well on the way to establishing a good working relationship, which will be a big plus for the boat building industry.
CAP Group presentation (Conformity Assessment)
· The RSG reviewed the work of the CAP group on standard assessment procedures.  The documents will contain requirements for notified bodies and boat builders.  The CAP group has already written assessment procedures for Modules A. Aa, B+C.
· The CAP group requested that the RSG members review the assessment documents with the goal to publish the assessment document in the 2004 RSG Guidelines.  Action:  NMMA will distribute this assessment document to the industry for comment.  Quick turn-around is needed.
· The RSG discussed what should be assessed with regard to the HIN.  The notified bodies will assess the size and positioning of the HIN but not the content.

ISO Standard Improvement
· ICOMIA proposes that they will provide a forum for making suggested changes to existing ISO standards and ensuring that those proposed changes move forward to the appropriate WGs under TC188.  Draft templates of comment forms have been given to RSG members for distribution to boat builders.  Action:  NMMA to distribute ISO comment for to all members and to inspectors.
NBs as Members of Trade Associations
· Membership of NBs in industry associations was discussed.   This is a concern with some members due to the need for NBs to be without influence of the industry.  The RSG OK’d NB membership in marine industry associations.  ICOMIA will invite all NBs to become members, and will ask the RSG to send a representative to the ICOMIA technical committee.

Declaration of Conformity
· The title of the document given to builders for Module Aa will be the “Examination Report”  not the “Declaration of Conformity”

Mail from US on illegal imports 
· Dave Marlow illustrated the US Marine issue on the illegal imports into the EU.  The RSG proposed to have NBs to press their governments to have ADCO representation – currently, only 10 out of 28 participate.  Additionally, it was suggested that customs agencies check for the certificates at the point of entry.  Finally, it was suggested that each NB supply the list of model and manufacturer certification so that it can be published publicly.  This initially may be done by links through the RSG website to a notified body’s data.
· This problem is exacerbated by the fact that Holland has no market surveillance and has no regard for CE marking – it is evidently common for boats to be sold in Holland without CE marking.

· ADCO noted that there have already been many articles about illegal importation and improper CE marking. 
PFE discussion
· PFE 167 – For Modules B+C, Does the NB need to visit the facility for a type certification?  The CAP group determined that a B+C assessment requires a yard or facility visitation.
· PFE 172 – Does a multihull require an escape hatch as a viable means of escape, yet have sufficient buoyancy to remain floating when in the inverted position?  The RSG determined that an escape hatch is not the only viable method of escape for an inverted multihull.
· PFE 174 – The filling, storage, venting and fuel supply arrangements and installations shall be designed and installed so as to minimize the risk of fire and explosion.  Became RFU 60.
· PFE 175 – A visual indication shall be placed so it can be seen outside the protected space (referring to a fixed ff system that has discharged).  Became RFU 61.
· PFE 164r3 – Changed definition of canoe and kayaks.  “Canoes and kayaks are craft which are narrow (Bh<1.1m), pointed in both ends, intended for paddling and which do not have fixed points for engines, more than one oar, or sails.”  Became RFU 62.

 RSG and the Amended directive
· 2003/44 is the amended directive to the current directive 94/25.

· Will be in effect 1 Jan 2005 for a transition period and enforced after 31 Dec 2005.  During that time, craft constructed during the transitional period can comply with either.  After Dec 31, 2005 all boats must be in compliance with the Amended Directive.  Action:  NMMA to write an article for Interport about the amended directive.

· PWC, diesel and 4 stroke engines must comply after Dec 2005, 2 stroke engines after Dec 2006.

· The current group of Notified Bodies must be recertified for the new directive in sound and emissions.  Many of the current NBs may subcontract out the inspection of engines and boats for sound and emissions.

· The current RSG volunteered to be the sectoral group for the new directive and to recognize that there may be additional subgroups for exhaust and sound that may only choose to become notified for only those areas.

· NBs may make assessments to the amended directive in 2004 but an actual certification certificate cannot be issued until 1 Jan 2005.

· The current RSG structure may be divided into boats, engines and sound at future meetings.

RSG Guidelines modifications
· The Guidelines will be amended to reflect the CAP group’s changes in section G and H.  A total review of the document must be done by 1 May 2004.
Next meeting is scheduled for October 28-29 Miami Beach, FL after the IBEX show.
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