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EPA Close to Listing Styrene under IRIS

Information in the IRIS (Integrated Risk Information System) database is widely used by EPA and other agencies to set regulatory requirements. In 2007, the USEPA is scheduled to publish its draft conclusions for classifying styrene. It will be EPA’s first formal carcinogen classification for styrene.  Styrene will be classified in one of the five categories;
· Carcinogen to Humans

· Likely to be a Carcinogen to Humans

· Suggestive Evidence of Carcinogenic Potential

· Inadequate Information to Assess Carcinogenic Potential

· Not Likely to be Carcinogenic to Humans

At this time, the animal data indicates that styrene is not a human carcinogen. The Styrene Information and Research Center is conducting Mode of Action studies that when completed will support a non-cancer finding. The challenge for SIRC is to convince EPA to accept the Mode of Action findings that limit styrene cancer effects to one species (mice). In the past EPA has classified chemicals as carcinogens based on one species.   
OSHA Publishes ANPRM Requesting Comment on Adopting NFPA Boat Plant Fire Protection Standards 

On December 21, 2006, OSHA published an Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in the Federal Register requesting comment on NMMA and ACMA (American Composite Manufacturers Association) petitions to update 29 CFR 1910.107 by referencing NFPA 33 Chapter 17. This ANPRM is the result of over ten years of effort on behalf of NMMA and ACMA which started in 1994 with NMMA’s participation on the NFPA 33 committee to update its standard and continued to the present with NMMA lobbying for and supporting Congressional legislation to require OSHA to update its 1910.107 standard.

In the ANPRM, OSHA challenges commenter’s to provide information that supports the position that NFPA 33 provides an equivalent employee protection to the current standard. NMMA and ACMA have provided OSHA with a comprehensive package of technical information, but we will need to gather more information in the coming months to support the rulemaking. NMMA and ACMA met with OSHA staff in January to discuss this issue. Comments on the ANPRM are due to OSHA by February 20, 2007.    
EPA Proposes to Redefine Recreational Boats >20 meters as Ships
On December 29, 2006, EPA published a direct final rule and notice of proposed rulemaking in the Federal Register which eliminated the definition of a pleasurecraft from the Ship building and Ship Repair (Surface Coating Operations) a.k.a. Shipbuilding MACT. EPA also proposed to amend the definition of a “ship” to include all marine and fresh water vessels that are either (1) 20 meters or more in length regardless of the purpose for which the vessel is constructed or used, or (2) less than 20 meters in length and designed and built specifically for commercial or military purposes. 
The ensuing problem for yacht builders >65 ft would be very onerous labeling and reporting requirements, coverage under several other MACT standards that yacht builders are current exempt from and potentially compromising the surface coating currently used by a large number of NMMA members. 

NMMA and its members have met with EPA staff and have submitted  comments on behalf of large yacht builders. 

EPA Delays Proposing Marine Engine and Evaporative Emission Rule 
Following NMMA meetings with EPA senior management and the Office of Management and Budget, EPA staff has informed NMMA that there will be a delay in signing of the EPA Marine Engine and Evaporative Emission Rule.   
