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Action Alert

Alabama Boat Ban
A bill is currently in the Alabama legislature which would ban boats on many Alabama reservoirs. 

H.B. 756/SB 487 takes the extraordinary steps of prohibiting entire types and classes of boats and engines, specifically all residence boats, all boats greater than 30 feet 6 inches in length and all boats with engines in excess of 500 horsepower on 9 reservoirs on the Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers.  

This bill clearly discriminates against those thousands of taxpayers—supporting hundreds of small businesses related to marine activities—whose boats would be disallowed on these Alabama lakes. Furthermore, the loss in tourism dollars from a ban on recreational vessels on these waters would be tremendous, particularly in terms of houseboat and large vessel charters and rentals in and around the Tallapoosa River Basin.

H.B. 756/SB 487 is backed by homeowners associations serving those who live on the shores of these nine reservoirs, but no public hearings have been held, calling into question the true motivation behind the bill.  This is clearly an attempt to severely limit water access to the general public in order to serve the wants of a selected elite.

Marinas and other businesses that rent houseboats and fishing boats would face financial hardship, and the families that vacation on houseboats on these beautiful lakes would be turned away. This bill would erect barriers to the reservoirs, which a state Web site describes as “one of the best kept secrets in the state,” to those who wish to discover and use these amazing natural resources.

We really need for you, your executives and your employees to contact your Senator as private citizens and let them know that while you strongly support boating safety efforts, H.B. 756/SB 487 will not increase boating safety and that you oppose it. Time is running out, so please act today!

Below is a is a link to the AL Find your Legislator web page.

http://www.legislature.state.al.us./misc/zipsearch.html
To remove your fax number from our distribution list, please contact Matthew Long at mlong@nmma.org . 
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